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Arlee Hayes (Appellant) appeals from the trial court’s judgment entered after a bench 

trial convicting him of second-degree murder and abuse of a child resulting in death. On appeal, 

Appellant argues that the trial court erred in (1) denying his motion for judgment of acquittal at 

the close of all evidence because there was insufficient evidence to support the convictions, in 

that the State failed to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the victim died as a result of any 

acts on the part of Appellant; and (2) overruling his motion for a continuance made on the day of 

trial to conduct further investigation.     

 

AFFIRMED. 

 

Division Three Holds: The trial court did not err in (1) denying Appellant’s motion for judgment 

of acquittal, in that the State presented sufficient evidence from which a reasonable person could 

conclude that Appellant inflicted numerous forcible blows to the victim’s head and that these 

injuries caused the victim’s subsequent death by drowning; and (2) denying Appellant’s motion 

for continuance because the motion was not in writing, the cause had been pending for over a 

year, and defense counsel indicated that she was prepared for trial.  

 

 

Opinion by: Sherri B. Sullivan, J.             Robert G. Dowd, Jr., P.J., and Mary K. Hoff, J., 

concur. 
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